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taken even'in the absence of
scientific certainty—has
been accepted as...
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activity posing a threat to
the environnent is prevented
from adversely affecting the
environnment, even if there
i-s;no conclusive scientific
proof I|inking that
particul ar substance or
activity to environnental
damage. The precautionary
principle is a guiding
principle. Its purpose is to
encour age- per haps even
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A Fundanental Principle of

Precautionary principles are
the foundations for policy
when it has to deal with
weakl y under st ood causes of
potential catastrophic or

irreversi ble events, and
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wher e protecti verdeci sions
require certain and costly
policy interventions that
may not 'sol ve the problem
that 'they are-designed to
correct. These principles
provi de — when devel oped by
statutes that reflect the
intent of the principles — a
| egal justification for
acting, even though
scientific causation is

ei ther inconplete or
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Precautionary -Politics

provi des a conprehensive
anal ysis of the
precautionary principle—+ts
origins and devel opnment, its
meani ng and rationale, its

t heoretical context, and its
policy inplications. Kerry
Wi t esi de | ooks at the
application of the principle
(and the controversies it
has stirred) and conpares
Eur opean and Anerican
attitudes toward it and

t oward environnent al

regul ation in general.
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Amazon.in - Buy
Precautionary Politics —
Principle and Practice in
Confronting Environmental

Ri sk /(U ban and I ndustri al
Envi ronnment s) book online at
best prices in India on
Amazon.in. Read
Precautionary Politics —
Principle and Practice in
Confronting Environnental

Ri sk (Urban and I ndustri al
Envi ronnents) book reviews &
aut hor details and nore at
Amazon.in. Free delivery on
qualified orders.
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anal ysi s of the
precautionary principle—tts
origins and devel opnment, its
meani ng and rationale, its

t heoretical context, and its
policy inplications. Kerry
Wi t esi de | ooks at the
application of the principle
(and the controversies it
has stirred) and conpares
Eur opean and Anerican
attitudes toward it and

t oward environnent al

regul ation in general.
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The precautionary principle
(or precautionary approach)
is a broad epistenol ogi cal,
phi | osophi cal and | egal

approach to i nnovations with
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poteential for: causing harm
when: ext ensive scientific
know edge on the matter is
['acki ng. 't enphasi zes
cautiron, pausing and revi ew
before | eaping into new

i nnovations that may prove
di sastrous.

Precautionary principle -
W ki pedi a

Abstract. This paper
addresses the distinction,
arising fromthe different
ways the European Union and
United States have cone to
adopt precaution regarding
vari ous environnental and
heal th-rel ated ri sks,

bet ween the precautionary
principle and the

precautionary approach in
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both t heory and practi ce.
First, this paper addresses
how t he precautionary
pri'ncipl e has been variously
defined, along with an

expl oration of sone of the
concepts with which it has
been associ at ed.

Precautionary discourse:
Thi nki ng t hrough the
distinction ...
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Precautionary Politics —
Principle and Practice in

The precauti onary

princi ple-=whicch hol ds t hat
action to address threats of
serious or irreversible

envi ronnental harm shoul d be
t aken even in the absence of
scientific certainty--has
been accepted as a key
feature of environnmental |aw
t hr oughout the European
Union. In the United States,
however, it is still wdely
unknown, and much of what
has been witten on the
topic takes a negative view
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Thi s-overview of the role
pl ayed by the precautionary
principle'in international
tradelaw, European | aw and
national |aw conpares how
precautionary considerations
have been applied in the
fields of pesticide
regul ati on and the

regul ati on of base stations
for nobile tel ephones in
Sweden, the UK and the US.

The Application of the
Precautionary Principle in
Practice

The report found that until
t he precautionary principle
is fully recognized and
enforced in the system

heal t h-care workers woul d
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continue~torbe at risk-f rom
new i nfections |like SARS.
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